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THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
John 16:13–15 (ESV)
13
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.
14
He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine;
therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.
1 Corinthians 12:3 (ESV)
3
Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is
accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.
1 John 4:2–3 (ESV)
2
By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is
from God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already.

JOHN THE BAPTIST
•

Luke 1:11-17 – “he will be filled with the Holy Spirit”

•

Luke 1:39-45 – “Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit”

•

Luke 1:67-80 – “Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied”

•

Luke 3:15-17 – “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of
whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

THE BIRTH OF THE CHRIST
•

Matthew 1:18-21 – “she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.”

•

Luke 1:26-38 – “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.”

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS
•

Matt 3:16-17 – “he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him”

•

Luke 3:21-22 – “the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove”

•

John 1:29-34 – “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I
myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom
you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have
seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT THE SPIRIT CAME AS A DOVE AT THE BAPTISM OF JESUS?
•

The dove was a visible sign of the invisible Spirit, whose coming identified Jesus as the Christ

•

In scripture the dove is…

•

o

Admired for its Beauty - Psalm 68:13

o

A symbol of Hope - Gen 8:8-11

o

A symbol of innocence - Matt 10:16

Of all birds, the dove seems to be the most fitting symbol of the Spirit exhibited in the
disposition and manner of Jesus:
o

Matthew 11:28–30 (ESV)
28
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

o

Matthew 12:18–21 (ESV)
18
“Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved with whom my soul is well
pleased. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles. 19 He
will not quarrel or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets; 20 a bruised
reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not quench, until he brings justice
to victory; 21 and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”

o

Matthew 21:5 (ESV)
5
“Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and
mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ”

Bellevue Church of Christ

Auditorium Class

This handout can be downloaded in PDF format from: (www.teamagee.com/class)

The Holy Spirit / Fall 2016

Lesson 2

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
John 16:13–15 (ESV)
13
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.
14
He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine;
therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.
1 Corinthians 12:3 (ESV)
3
Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is
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from God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the
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JOHN THE BAPTIST
Luke 1:11–17 (ESV)
11

And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of
incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the
angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must
not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s
womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go
before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”
Luke 1:39–45 (ESV)
39
In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of
Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is
this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of
your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”
Luke 1:67–80 (ESV)
67
And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,
68
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
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for he has visited and redeemed his people
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,
70
as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71
that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
72
to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,
73
the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
74
that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
75
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77
to give knowledge of salvation to his people
in the forgiveness of their sins,
78
because of the tender mercy of our God,
whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
80
And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his public
appearance to Israel.
69

Luke 3:15–17 (ESV)
15
As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he
who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to
gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

THE BIRTH OF THE CHRIST
Matthew 1:18–21 (ESV)
18
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins.”
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Luke 1:26–38 (ESV)
26
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was
Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
34
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
35
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who
was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS
Matthew 3:16–17 (ESV)
16
And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were
opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and
behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
Luke 3:21–22 (ESV)
21
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,
the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a
voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
John 1:29–34 (ESV)
29
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me,
because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with
water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with
the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”
Psalm 68:13 (ESV)
13
though you men lie among the sheepfolds—
the wings of a dove covered with silver,
its pinions with shimmering gold.
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Genesis 8:8–11 (ESV)
8
Then he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground. 9
But the dove found no place to set her foot, and she returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still
on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her and brought her into the ark with
him. 10 He waited another seven days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. 11 And the dove
came back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah
knew that the waters had subsided from the earth.
Matthew 10:16 (ESV)
16
“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent
as doves.
Matthew 12:18–21 (ESV)
18
“Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,
my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased.
I will put my Spirit upon him,
and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.
19
He will not quarrel or cry aloud,
nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;
20
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a smoldering wick he will not quench,
until he brings justice to victory;
21
and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”
Matthew 21:5 (ESV)
5
“Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ”
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