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Mount Tabor - 1,843 ft above sea level
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View of Jezreel Valley from Mt. Tabor with Nazareth in the distance.
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View of Jezreel Valley from Mt. Tabor.
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Mount Gilboa in the distance
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There are cats all over Palestine
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On top of Mount Tabor is the Church of the Transfiguration. The current church, part 
of a Franciscan monastery complex, was completed in 1924. The architect 
was Antonio Barluzzi. It was built on the ruins of an ancient (4th–6th-
century) Byzantine church and a 12th-century church of the Crusader 
Kingdom period. It was built to represent the three tabernacles that Peter wanted to 
erect at the transfiguration (notice the three towers - Jesus is the center, Moses to 
the left, and Elijah to the Right).

The Franciscans are a group of related mendicant Christian religious orders, primarily 
within the Catholic Church. Founded in 1209 by Saint Francis of Assisi, these orders 
include the Order of Friars Minor, the Order of Saint Clare, and the Third Order of 
Saint Francis. They adhere to the teachings and spiritual disciplines of the founder 
and of his main associates and followers, such as Clare of Assisi, Anthony of Padua, 
and Elizabeth of Hungary. Several smaller Protestant Franciscan orders exist as well, 
notably in the Anglican and Lutheran traditions.
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Shrine to Jesus in the center of the Sanctuary. Moses is on the left and Elijah on the 
right. With Peter, James and John down below.
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Shrine to Moses…..to the left of the main sanctuary
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Shrine to Elijah…..to the right of the main sanctuary
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Cross of Jerusalem - 1 big cross and 4 smaller crosses. This is now the symbol of holy 
land. Some see it as representing the 5 wounds of Jesus or other see the large cross 
as Jerusalem and the small 4 are the four corners of the world.
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Representative diagram of a Tel (Tell) showing levels of strata from years of 
destruction and rebuilding.
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View of the Valley of Huleh with the Northern Galilee mountains in the distance. Just 
past these mountains is the country of Lebanon. City of Hazor gained prominence 
from its strategic location and proximity to the main route to Mesopotamia. During 
the peak of the Canaanite period, it possibly had as many as 20,000 inhabitants.
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Main gate to Hazor from the time of Solomon (10th Century BC).
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A palace from Canaanite period (14th to 13th century BC)
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A palace from Canaanite period (14th to 13th century BC)
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A water system from the time of Ahab (9th century BC) similar to the one in 
Megiddo.
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*A citadel in the upper section of the site that is from the 11th century BC (time of 
the Judges).
*A tower from the time of Ahab (9th century BC) that is above the citadel (upper 
right)
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An oil press from 8th century B.C.
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The inscription regarding David is now held in the Israel Museum in Jerusalem
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The phrase “From Dan to Beersheba” contributed to the position that was used by 
British politicians during negotiation of the British Mandate for Palestine following 
World War I.
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At Tel Dan, you can easily see part of Mt. Hermon. Mt. Hermon is in the Golan 
Heights and consists of several mountains that reach a height of 9,232 ft above sea 
level. The snow from the top of Mt. Hermon supplies the 4 tributaries to the Jordan 
River. 
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The largest of these tributaries is Dan Springs, which was the first thing that you see 
on the walk to the city. This stream moves very fast and supplies 1/3 of the water to 
the Jordan River.
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Restored outer wall of Tel Dan
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The remains of Jeroboam’s temple that is mentioned above from 1 Kgs 12. This was 
the actual site where Jeroboam placed his golden calf for the people to worship. 
Bema (High Place) is on the right and the altar on the left. Metal frame shows where 
altar would have been.
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Wide angle view of Jeroboam’s temple.
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Sitting on the remains of the Bema (High Place)

45



“Abraham’s Gate.” This is a mud brick gate discovered in the 1980s that is remarkably 
intact. It is from the 18th century BC, which would have been the time of Abraham. It 
is possible that when Abraham pursued Chedorlaomer to Dan / Laish to rescue Lot 
that he entered the city through this gate. There has been no restoration on this site. 
It is exactly as it was discovered. Probably the oldest gate in the world.
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