Study of Galatians / Lesson 9 – Galatians 4:21-31
Bellevue Church of Christ – Winter 2021
An Appeal from Allegory

Information
(21-23)

Continued appeal to the Galatians to remain
in that freedom to which God has called them.

Paul’s turns for a final
time to Abraham.
Gal 3:5-9; 15-29
Why is this so critical to
Paul’s defense?

21

Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not
listen to the law?
Very likely the
Judaizing teachers
had implored the
Galatians to become
“sons of Abraham”
when insisting they
follow circumcision.
(Matt 3:9; John 8)

22

For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave
woman and one by a free woman. <- Gen 16-17; 21
23

Illustration
(24-27)

But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh,
while the son of the free woman was born through promise.
24

Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are
two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for
slavery; she is Hagar. <- Exo 20 (Mt. Sinai)
25

Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to
the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.
Rev 21:2 -> 26But

the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother.

27

Importance
(28-31)

For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear;
break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! For the
children of the desolate one will be more than those of the one
who has a husband.” <- Isa 54:1; Gen 11:30
28

Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise.

Allegorically
- ἀλληγορέω (allēgoreō)
-Take Figuratively
-“These things may be
taken figuratively”
(NIV84)
-Paul is NOT saying
that the FACTS are
allegorical, but the
application for this
illustration!

29

Persecuted him...
-Matt 5:10-12
-Phil 1:29
-1Th 3:1-4
-2 Tim 3:12
-1Pe 4:12-13

But just as at that time he who was born according to the
flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so
also it is now. <- Gen 21:9
30

But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman
and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit
with the son of the free woman.” <- Gen 21:10
31

So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free
woman.
Judaism

Christianity

The slave, Hagar

v. 22

The freewoman, Sarah

v. 22

Son of the slave, Ishmael

v. 22

Son of the freewoman, Isaac

v. 22

Natural birth

v. 23

Supernatural birth by promise

v. 23

Mount Sinai, The Old Covenant

vv. 24-25

The New Covenant

v. 24

The earthly Jerusalem

vv. 24-25

The heavenly Jerusalem

v. 26

Enslaved

vv. 24-25

Free

v. 26

Fruitful

v. 27

Barren (at first)

v. 27

No spiritual offspring

v. 27

Large spiritual offspring

v. 27

Persecuting

v. 29

Persecuted

v. 29

Expulsion

v. 30

Inheritance

v. 30

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers
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Abraham in Galatians
Galatians 3:5–9 (ESV)
5
Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works
of the law, or by hearing with faith— 6 just as Abraham “believed God, and it was
counted to him as righteousness”?
7
Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand
to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 9 So then, those who are of
faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.
Galatians 3:15–29 (ESV)
15
To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one
annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified. 16 Now the promises were made to
Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but
referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ. 17 This is what I mean: the law,
which came 430 years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God,
so as to make the promise void. 18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer
comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise.
19
Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring
should come to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place through
angels by an intermediary. 20 Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is
one.
21
Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had
been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. 22 But
the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus
Christ might be given to those who believe.
23
Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the
coming faith would be revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came,
in order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no
longer under a guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are
all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs
according to promise.
Two Sons
Genesis 16 (ESV)
1
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian
servant whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has
prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain
children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 3 So, after Abram had lived
ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her
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servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 4 And he went in to Hagar, and
she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on
her mistress. 5 And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave
my servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on
me with contempt. May the LORD judge between you and me!” 6 But Abram said to
Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt
harshly with her, and she fled from her.
7
The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on
the way to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from and
where are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” 9 The angel of the
LORD said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to her.” 10 The angel of the LORD
also said to her, “I will surely multiply your offspring so that they cannot be numbered
for multitude.” 11 And the angel of the LORD said to her,
“Behold, you are pregnant
and shall bear a son.
You shall call his name Ishmael,
because the LORD has listened to your affliction.
12
He shall be a wild donkey of a man,
his hand against everyone
and everyone’s hand against him,
and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.”
13

So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing,” for
she said, “Truly here I have seen him who looks after me.” 14 Therefore the well was
called Beer-lahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh and Bered.
15
And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar
bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.
Genesis 17 (ESV)
1
When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant
between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face. And
God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a
multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall
be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you
exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7
And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your
offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of
your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their
God.”
9
And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your
offspring after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you shall
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keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be
circumcised. 11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a
sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 He who is eight days old among you shall
be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or
bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13 both he who
is born in your house and he who is bought with your money, shall surely be
circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. 14 Any
uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off
from his people; he has broken my covenant.”
15
And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai,
but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by
her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from
her.” 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be
born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a
child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before you!” 19 God
said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I
will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after
him. 20 As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed him and will make him
fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve princes, and I will make him into
a great nation. 21 But I will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to
you at this time next year.”
22
When he had finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham. 23 Then
Abraham took Ishmael his son and all those born in his house or bought with his money,
every male among the men of Abraham’s house, and he circumcised the flesh of their
foreskins that very day, as God had said to him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old
when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen
years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26 That very day Abraham
and his son Ishmael were circumcised. 27 And all the men of his house, those born in the
house and those bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.
Genesis 21 (ESV)
1
The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had promised. 2
And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God
had spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom
Sarah bore him, Isaac. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days
old, as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son
Isaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who
hears will laugh over me.” 7 And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah
would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”
8
And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the day
that Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had
borne to Abraham, laughing. 10 So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with
her son, for the son of this slave woman shall not be heir with my son Isaac.” 11 And the
thing was very displeasing to Abraham on account of his son. 12 But God said to
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Abraham, “Be not displeased because of the boy and because of your slave woman.
Whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for through Isaac shall your offspring be
named. 13 And I will make a nation of the son of the slave woman also, because he is
your offspring.” 14 So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of
water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her
away. And she departed and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba.
15
When the water in the skin was gone, she put the child under one of the bushes. 16
Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a
bowshot, for she said, “Let me not look on the death of the child.” And as she sat
opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17 And God heard the voice of the boy,
and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What troubles you,
Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18 Up! Lift up the
boy, and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make him into a great nation.” 19 Then
God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled the skin with
water and gave the boy a drink. 20 And God was with the boy, and he grew up. He lived
in the wilderness and became an expert with the bow. 21 He lived in the wilderness of
Paran, and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt.
22
At that time Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his army said to Abraham,
“God is with you in all that you do. 23 Now therefore swear to me here by God that you
will not deal falsely with me or with my descendants or with my posterity, but as I have
dealt kindly with you, so you will deal with me and with the land where you have
sojourned.” 24 And Abraham said, “I will swear.”
25
When Abraham reproved Abimelech about a well of water that Abimelech’s
servants had seized, 26 Abimelech said, “I do not know who has done this thing; you did
not tell me, and I have not heard of it until today.” 27 So Abraham took sheep and oxen
and gave them to Abimelech, and the two men made a covenant. 28 Abraham set seven
ewe lambs of the flock apart. 29 And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What is the meaning
of these seven ewe lambs that you have set apart?” 30 He said, “These seven ewe lambs
you will take from my hand, that this may be a witness for me that I dug this well.” 31
Therefore that place was called Beersheba, because there both of them swore an oath.
32
So they made a covenant at Beersheba. Then Abimelech and Phicol the commander of
his army rose up and returned to the land of the Philistines. 33 Abraham planted a
tamarisk tree in Beersheba and called there on the name of the LORD, the Everlasting
God. 34 And Abraham sojourned many days in the land of the Philistines.
Sons of Abraham
Matthew 3:9 (ESV)
9
And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham.
John 8 (ESV)
1
but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning he came again to the
temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught them. 3 The scribes and
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the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the
midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 5
Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?” 6
This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus
bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 And as they continued to ask him,
he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to
throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 But
when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and
Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus stood up and said to
her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one,
Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.”
12
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to
him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” 14 Jesus
answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know
where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or
where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do
judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent
me. 17 In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. 18 I am the one
who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me.”
19
They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know
neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 20 These
words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested him,
because his hour had not yet come.
21
So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die
in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill
himself, since he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to them, “You
are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told
you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in
your sins.” 25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just what I have
been telling you from the beginning. 26 I have much to say about you and much to judge,
but he who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from him.” 27
They did not understand that he had been speaking to them about the Father. 28 So
Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I
am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught
me. 29 And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I always do the
things that are pleasing to him.” 30 As he was saying these things, many believed in him.
31
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They
answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone.
How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a
slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.
36
So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are offspring of
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Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. 38 I speak of
what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have heard from your father.”
39
They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were
Abraham’s children, you would be doing the works Abraham did, 40 but now you seek to
kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what
Abraham did. 41 You are doing the works your father did.” They said to him, “We were
not born of sexual immorality. We have one Father—even God.” 42 Jesus said to them,
“If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came
not of my own accord, but he sent me. 43 Why do you not understand what I say? It is
because you cannot bear to hear my word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and your
will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not
stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his
own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do
not believe me. 46 Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you
not believe me? 47 Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do
not hear them is that you are not of God.”
48
The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and
have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and
you dishonor me. 50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is
the judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.”
52
The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did
the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53 Are
you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you
make yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is
my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55 But you have not
known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you,
but I do know him and I keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would
see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty
years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you,
before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid
himself and went out of the temple.
Allegorically
251 ἀλληγορέω (allēgoreō): vb.; ≡ Str 238; TDNT 1.260—LN 33.18 speak allegorically,
take figuratively, make an allegory (Gal 4:24+)1
Galatians 4:24 (NIV84)
24
These things may be taken figuratively, for the women represent two covenants.
One covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is
Hagar.
1

Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament)
(electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
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Mount Sinai
Exodus 20 (ESV)
1
And God spoke all these words, saying,
2
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery.
3
“You shall have no other gods before me.
4
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5
You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth
generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those
who love me and keep my commandments.
7
“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold
him guiltless who takes his name in vain.
8
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all
your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not
do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female
servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days
the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the
seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
12
“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that
the LORD your God is giving you.
13
“You shall not murder.
14
“You shall not commit adultery.
15
“You shall not steal.
16
“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
17
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that
is your neighbor’s.”
18
Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the
sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and trembled,
and they stood far off 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do
not let God speak to us, lest we die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God
has come to test you, that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin.” 21
The people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was.
22
And the LORD said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the people of Israel: ‘You have
seen for yourselves that I have talked with you from heaven. 23 You shall not make gods
of silver to be with me, nor shall you make for yourselves gods of gold. 24 An altar of
earth you shall make for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace
offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I cause my name to be
remembered I will come to you and bless you. 25 If you make me an altar of stone, you
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shall not build it of hewn stones, for if you wield your tool on it you profane it. 26 And
you shall not go up by steps to my altar, that your nakedness be not exposed on it.’
New Jerusalem
Revelation 21:2 (ESV)
2
And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
Barren One
Isaiah 54:1 (ESV)
1
“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear;
break forth into singing and cry aloud,
you who have not been in labor!
For the children of the desolate one will be more
than the children of her who is married,” says the LORD.
Genesis 11:30 (ESV)
30
Now Sarai was barren; she had no child.
Persecuted Him
Matthew 5:10–12 (ESV)
10
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
11
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of
evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Philippians 1:29 (ESV)
29
For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe
in him but also suffer for his sake,
1 Thessalonians 3:1–4 (ESV)
1
Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left behind at Athens
alone, 2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, to
establish and exhort you in your faith, 3 that no one be moved by these afflictions. For
you yourselves know that we are destined for this. 4 For when we were with you, we
kept telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it has come to pass,
and just as you know.
2 Timothy 3:12 (ESV)
12
Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,
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1 Peter 4:12–13 (ESV)
12
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you,
as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share
Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.
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