The “I AM” Statements of Jesus
Auditorium Class – Fall 2019
“Let not your hearts…”
*Jesus moves from
speaking to just Peter
(13:36-38) to addressing
all of the disciples.
*The disciples were
discouraged…Jesus had
said He was going away
(7:34; 8:21; 12:8, 35;
13:33), that one of the
Twelve was a traitor
(13:21), and that Peter
would deny Him three
times (13:38)
*Verses 1-4 represent an
answer to Peter’s
question in 13:36
“I will come again” (3)
The Second Coming of
Christ (Acts 1:11;
3:21; 1Th 4:13-17),
What will Christ do upon
his return?
*The dead shall be raised
(Jn 5:24-29)
*Judgment will occur (Jn
5:24-29; Mt 25:31-36)
*The wicked shall be
destroyed (2Th 1:7-10)
*The crown of life shall
be given to the faithful
(2Ti 4:7,8)
What is Christ doing now?
*Interceding for the
redeemed (Heb 7:25)
*Preparing a home for the
faithful (Jn 14:3)
“If you had known me…”
*There is hardly a
paragraph in this whole
Gospel where the deity of
Jesus is not either
stated directly, or
strongly implied.
*Knowing Jesus is
equivalent to knowing
God. Jesus' verbal
revelation to men had
been completed.

Lesson VIII – John 14:1-14
“I am the way the truth and the life”

John 14:1–14 (ESV)
1
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;
believe also in me. <-Jn 14:27; Rom 8:28

John 13-16 – Jesus is
with His disciples in
the Upper Room to
celebrate the last
supper together.

2

In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so,
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for
you?
3

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be
also. <- Jn 14:18
4

And you know the way to where I am going.”

5

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you
are going. How can we know the way?”
6

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

“Believe in God” (1)
*One of the overtones
of this passage is that
believing in God and
believing in Jesus are
one and the same thing.
“prepare a place…” (2)
*The souls that have
faith in Jesus Christ
shall truly inherit a
better dwelling place.
*The Lord is even now
preparing for the
reception of the
redeemed in the eternal
world.

7

If you had known me, you would have known my Father
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

“I am the way…”
*He did not claim
8
merely to know the way,
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is
the truth, and the life
enough for us.”
as a formula he could
impart; but he actually
9
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and
claimed to be the
answer to human
you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me
problems.
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Way
Father’?
*He is the only
solution to the problem
10
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the
of sin (Heb 9 & 10)
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not
*His solution is not a
speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in recipe; it is a
relationship with Him.
me does his works.
*To have a relationship
with Him, we must give
11
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in ourselves and walk in
me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. His way (15, 21-24).
Truth
12
“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will
*He is the only answer
also do the works that I do; and greater works than these to man's ignorance
will he do, because I am going to the Father. <- Acts 2:41 *He is the only source
of truth, though human
nature would say that
13
Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the
we don’t need it.
Father may be glorified in the Son.
Life
*He is the only answer
14
If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.
to man's mortality.
*Jn 11:25-26

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
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Teacher’s Notes
Context
John 13:1–38 (ESV)
1
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out
of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the
end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s
son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that
he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer
garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around
him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus
answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will
understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do
not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only
but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need
to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of
you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
12
When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he
said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord,
and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should
do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things,
blessed are you if you do them. 18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen.
But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am
telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I
am he. 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and whoever
receives me receives the one who sent me.”
21
After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I say to
you, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he
spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table at Jesus’ side, 24 so
Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So that disciple, leaning
back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give
this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” So when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him.
Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” 28 Now no one at the table knew why
he said this to him. 29 Some thought that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling
him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or that he should give something to the poor. 30 So,
after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night.
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31

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in
him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33
Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so
now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to
you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By
this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
36
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am
going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord,
why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay
down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied
me three times.

“Let not your hearts…”
John 7:34 (ESV)
34
You will seek me and you will not find me. Where I am you cannot come.”
John 8:21 (ESV)
21
So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in your
sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.”
John 12:8 (ESV)
8
For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.”
John 12:35 (ESV)
35
So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you have
the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know where
he is going.
John 13:33 (ESV)
33
Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews,
so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’
John 13:21 (ESV)
21
After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I say to
you, one of you will betray me.”
John 13:36–38 (ESV)
36
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am
going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord,
why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay
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down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied
me three times.
John 14:27 (ESV)
27
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not
your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.
Romans 8:28 (ESV)
28
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who
are called according to his purpose.

“I will come again” (3)
Acts 1:11 (ESV)
11
and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
Acts 3:21 (ESV)
21
whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke
by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 (ESV)
13
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this
we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming
of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend
from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always
be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.

What will Christ do upon his return?
John 5:24–29 (ESV)
24
Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal
life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.
25
“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the
voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so
he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to execute
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judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all
who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.
Matthew 25:31–36 (ESV)
31
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on
his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the
sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right,
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick
and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’
2 Thessalonians 1:7–10 (ESV)
7
and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed
from heaven with his mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not
know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will suffer the
punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of
his might, 10 when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at
among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.
2 Timothy 4:7-8 (ESV)
7
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there
is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to
me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.

What is Christ doing now?
Hebrews 7:25 (ESV)
25
Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him,
since he always lives to make intercession for them.
John 14:3 (ESV)
3
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that
where I am you may be also.
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“I am the way…”
Hebrews 9–10 (ESV)
1
Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly place of holiness. 2 For
a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand and the table and the bread
of the Presence. It is called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a second section
called the Most Holy Place, 4 having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant
covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s staff
that budded, and the tablets of the covenant. 5 Above it were the cherubim of glory
overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.
6
These preparations having thus been made, the priests go regularly into the first section,
performing their ritual duties, 7 but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a
year, and not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the unintentional sins of
the people. 8 By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the holy places is not yet opened
as long as the first section is still standing 9 (which is symbolic for the present age). According to
this arrangement, gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the
worshiper, 10 but deal only with food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body
imposed until the time of reformation.
11
But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through
the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he
entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by
means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and
bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the
purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve
the living God.
15
Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive
the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the
transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16 For where a will is involved, the death of
the one who made it must be established. 17 For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not
in force as long as the one who made it is alive. 18 Therefore not even the first covenant was
inaugurated without blood. 19 For when every commandment of the law had been declared by
Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and
hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of the
covenant that God commanded for you.” 21 And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood
both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is
purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.
23
Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites,
but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ has entered,
not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself
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repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own, 26 for
then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he
has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27
And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ,
having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with
sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
1
For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of
these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make
perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the
worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sins? 3 But
in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of
bulls and goats to take away sins.
5
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body have you prepared for me;
6
in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
7
Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,
as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’ ”
8
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings
and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9 then he added,
“Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in order to establish the
second. 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.
11
And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which
can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be
made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who
are being sanctified.
15
And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,
16
“This is the covenant that I will make with them
after those days, declares the Lord:
I will put my laws on their hearts,
and write them on their minds,”
17
then he adds,
“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
18
Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
19
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of
Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through
his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a
true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and
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our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to
love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
26
For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire
that will consume the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without
mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 29 How much worse punishment, do you
think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has
profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of
grace? 30 For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord
will judge his people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
32
But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle
with sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes
being partners with those so treated. 34 For you had compassion on those in prison, and you
joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a
better possession and an abiding one. 35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which
has a great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of
God you may receive what is promised. 37 For,
“Yet a little while,
and the coming one will come and will not delay;
38
but my righteous one shall live by faith,
and if he shrinks back,
my soul has no pleasure in him.”
39
But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and
preserve their souls.
John 14:15 (ESV)
15
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
John 14:21–24 (ESV)
21
Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 22 Judas (not
Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the
world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me
does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.
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John 11:25–26 (ESV)
25
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die,
yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe
this?”

“greater works”
Acts 2:41 (ESV)
41
So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three
thousand souls.
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