“The Kingdom of Heaven” is only
found in Matthew (32 times)

The Kingdom of Great Value – March 22, 2017
Matthew 13:44-46 – Bellevue Church of Christ

Synonymous with “Kingdom of
God” found in the other gospels

o

What is the “Kingdom?”
(Present or Future?)

o

Why is it valuable?
(Hebrews 12:26-29)

These parables are a
pair used to reinforce
the main point. This
was not uncommon in
Matthew (5:14-16; 6:2630; 7:6; 9:16-17; 12:25)

Matthew 13:44-46

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure
44
"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man
found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and
buys that field.
Matthew 5:3-12
1. Search – Every man’s

2. Sacrifice – What does it

search is different, however
the realization of need must
be included. (Romans 1-3;
Rev 3:17-19)

take to be a part of the
“kingdom of heaven?”

o

“What is the object of
our faith?”

o
o
o
o

Matthew 10:37-39
Matthew 22:36-38
Luke 18:18-31
Romans 12:1-2

The Parable of the Pearl of Great Value
45
"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls,
46
who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and
bought it.
ὅμοιος “...is like” = Idiom which signifies a parable. The likeness is
always found in the whole action described (not just “treasure” or
“merchant”). Literally “It is the case with X as with Y.”
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Value of the Kingdom
Hebrews 12:26–29 (ESV)
26
At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will
shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 27 This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates
the removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order that
the things that cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving
a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with
reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a consuming fire.
Parables in Pairs
Matthew 5:14–16 (ESV)
14
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.
16
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
Matthew 6:26–30 (ESV)
26
Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of
you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious
about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin,
29
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if
God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?
Matthew 7:6 (ESV)
6
“Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they
trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.
Matthew 9:16–17 (ESV)
16
No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch tears away
from the garment, and a worse tear is made. 17 Neither is new wine put into old
wineskins. If it is, the skins burst and the wine is spilled and the skins are destroyed. But
new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.”
Matthew 12:25 (ESV)
25
Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid
waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand.
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Subjects in the Kingdom
Matthew 5:3-12
3
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5
"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
6
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
7
"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
8
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
9
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
10
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.
11
"Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Search
Revelation 3:17-19
17
For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are
wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18I counsel you to buy from me gold refined
by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and
the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you
may see. 19Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.
Sacrifice
Matthew 10:37-39
37
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38And whoever does not take his
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever
loses his life for my sake will find it.
Matthew 22:36-38 (ESV)
36
"Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" 37And he said to him, "You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind. 38This is the great and first commandment.
Luke 18:18-31
18
And a ruler asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 19And
Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 20You
know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not
bear false witness, Honor your father and mother.'" 21And he said, "All these I have kept
from my youth." 22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "One thing you still lack. Sell all
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that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come,
follow me." 23But when he heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely
rich. 24Jesus, looking at him with sadness, said, "How difficult it is for those who have
wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of
a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God." 26Those who heard it said,
"Then who can be saved?" 27But he said, "What is impossible with men is possible with
God." 28And Peter said, "See, we have left our homes and followed you." 29And he said to
them, "Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or
parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30who will not receive many
times more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life."
Romans 12:1-2
1
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Parables
ὅμοιος – homoios - hom'-oy-os - From the base of G3674; similar (in appearance or
character):—like, + manner.
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