The Holy Spirit / Fall 2016

Lesson 6

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT (CONT.)
BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
TYPES OF BAPTISM MENTIONED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
•

The baptism into Moses (I Cor 10:1-4)

•

The baptism of sufferings (Mark 10:35-40)

•

The baptism for the dead (I Cor 15:29)

•

The baptism of the Holy Spirit (see below)

•

The baptism of fire (Matt 3:11 ; Luke 3:16 ; ...see below)

•

The baptism of John the Baptist (Acts 19:2-4)

•

The baptism of the Great Commission (Matt 28:16-20)

•

One Baptism (Eph 4:4-6) - Which one is the ONE?

JOHN’S PREDICTION
Matthew 3:11 (ESV)
11

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I,
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
Mark 1:8 (ESV)
8

I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Luke 3:16 (ESV)
16

John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is
coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire.
•

John does not state that ALL would be immersed in the Holy Spirit

•

Prediction should be understood in the light of its fulfillment (two instances)

PROMISE FULFILLED
I MMERSION OF THE S PIRIT PROMISED ONLY TO THE A POSTLES
Acts 1:5 (ESV)
5
for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
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H OLY S PIRIT POURED OUT ON A POSTLES ( SEE L ESSON 5). T HIS POURING OUT LED TO THE G OSPEL BEING
INTRODUCED TO THE J EWS .
Acts 2:1–4 (ESV)
1
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And
divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
C ORNELIUS ’ HOUSEHOLD IMMERSED IN THE S PIRIT . T HE POURING OUT LED TO THE G OSPEL BEING INTRODUCED
TO THE G ENTILES . T HIS OCCURRED APPROXIMATELY 10 YEARS AFTER P ENTECOST .
Acts 10:44–48 (ESV)
44
While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45 And the
believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the
Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and
extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.
P ETER DEFENDS HIS ACTIONS BY POINTING OUT THAT THE S PIRIT HAD COME UPON THE G ENTILES IN THE SAME
WAY AS H E HAD THE APOSTLES IN THE BEGINNING (P ENTECOST ).
Acts 11:15–18 (ESV)
15
As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the
word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17
If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who
was I that I could stand in God’s way?” 18 When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified
God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”
•

In both instances, the Holy Spirit came from Heaven without any intervention of human agency.

•

The baptism in the Spirit of these two groups brought the message of the Gospel to all mankind.

•

“Baptism” = word is used to represent the abundant and overwhelming outpouring of the Spirit

“... AND WITH FIRE ” (M ATT 3:11 ; L UKE 3:16)
Matthew 3:12 (ESV)
12
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the
barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

not included in Mark 1:8 and Acts 1:5
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BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
TYPES OF BAPTISM MENTIONED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
T HE BAPTISM I NTO M OSES (I C OR 10:1-4)
1 Corinthians 10:1–4 (ESV)
1

For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and
all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and
all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the
spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ.
T HE BAPTISM OF SUFFERINGS (M ARK 10:35-40)
Mark 10:35–40 (ESV)
35

And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them, “What do you want me
to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your
left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to
drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 And
they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and
with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or
at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”
T HE BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD (I C OR 15:29)
1 Corinthians 15:29 (ESV)
29

Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the dead? If the dead are
not raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf?
T HE BAPTISM OF J OHN THE B APTIST (A CTS 19:2-4)
Acts 19:2–4 (ESV)
2

And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No,
we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you
baptized?” They said, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.”
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T HE BAPTISM OF THE G REAT C OMMISSION (M ATT 28:16-20)
Matthew 28:16–20 (ESV)
16

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came
and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.”
O NE B APTISM (E PH 4:4-6) - W HICH ONE IS THE ONE?
Ephesians 4:4–6 (ESV)
4

There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to
your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all.

The Holy Spirit - Lesson 06.docx

Page 4 of 5

The Holy Spirit / Fall 2016

Lesson 6

COFFMAN'S COMMENTARIES ON THE BIBLE – MATTHEW 3
Verse 11
I indeed baptize you in water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose
shoes I am not worthy to bear: He shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit and in fire.
Seven baptisms are mentioned in the New Testament, three of which are mentioned in this verse. They
are:
1. The baptism unto Moses (1 Corinthians 10:2).
2. The baptism of sufferings (Mark 10:38,39).
3. The baptism for the dead (1 Corinthians 15:29).
4. The baptism of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11, see above).
5. The baptism of fire (Matthew 3:11, see above).
6. The baptism of John the Baptist (Acts 19:3).
7. The baptism of the Great Commission (Mark 16:15,16; Matthew 28:18-20).
In spite of the fact that all these baptisms find mention in the New Testament, there is, nevertheless,
but ONE baptism in force. See Ephesians 4:4. To determine which baptism is in force, or which one is IT,
one only needs to observe these facts: No. 1, above, applied only to Jews. No. 2 is altogether figurative,
being in no sense a ceremony. No. 3 was a practice of non-Christians as witnessed by the third person
pronouns and was never connected in any way with the Christian religion. Nos. 4,5 are both promises of
what God will do and cannot be obeyed in any sense. No. 6, John's baptism, was clearly and
categorically set aside by the baptism of him that is greater than John, even Christ. See Acts 19:3. Thus,
the ONE baptism of Ephesians can be none other than the baptism of the Great Commission.
In the Holy Spirit and in fire ... is seen as a reference to two baptisms, rather than merely one, because
John emphatically divided his hearers into two classes, reinforcing the point with a double metaphor,
first of the unfruitful tree, and again of the threshing floor. Both at Pentecost and at the household of
Cornelius was the baptism of the Spirit received (Acts 1:5; 2:4; 11:15,16). It is significant that both Jews
and Gentiles are represented in these two groups and that there are no other examples of this baptism
in the New Testament. It is also possible to construe "baptism in the Spirit" as a reference to the
overwhelming guidance and direction of God's people through the office of the Holy Comforter. In this
sense, it applies to all believers.
In fire ... likely refers to the overwhelming of the wicked at last in hell. This is based on the fact that the
term "fire" is the same as that used for the unfruitful tree and for the chaff in John's great metaphors.
McGarvey said, "It is clearly the wicked who are to be baptized in fire, and the fulfillment of the
prediction will be realized when they are cast into the lake of fire" (Revelation 21:8).[5]
ENDNOTE:
[5]

J. W .McGarvey, op. cit., p. 39.1

1
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