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Greater Than the
Priests (4:14 to 7:28)

The Greater Mediator (Chapters 1 to 7)
Qualities or
Qualifications of
High Priests
(1) Chosen from among
men
(2) Works on behalf
of men in
relation to God
-Ex 29:9, 44;
-Lev 8:2;
-Num 8:6

1

(1)

For every high priest chosen from among men is
(2)
appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to
(3)
(4)
offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He can deal gently with
the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with
(3)
weakness. 3Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice
for his own sins just as he does for those of the people.
4
And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when
(5)
called by God, just as Aaron was.

(3) Offer gifts and
sacrifices for
sins – even their
own
-Lev 4:3-12; 9:7;
16;
-Ezek 45:15–17;
(4) Deal gently with
the ignorant and
wayward
(5) Called by God
-Ex 28:1-3

Disasters befell those who tried to assume high
priestly duties: Korah (Num 16), Saul (1 Sam
13:8ff.), and Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26:16ff)
5

So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high
priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, “You
are my Son, today I have begotten you”; <-Ps 2:7; Heb 1:5
The “Son” of Ps 2 was identified by rabbis to
be either Aaron, David, the people of Israel in
the messianic period, or the Messiah Himself.
6

-Jesus applied this
Psalm to Himself in Mat
22:43-46 (Mk 12:35-37).
Also compare to 1Cor
15:25.
“learned obedience”
-he saw the results /
outcome of obedience
with God’s eternal
plan.
Milk / Solid Food
-1Co 3:1-4
-Spiritual maturity is
not simply a matter of
time.
“word of righteousness”
-the Gospel
-How do we become
“skilled” in the
Gospel? … “constant
practice”

“present the bull as a
sin offering for
himself…”
See Mishnah Yoma 4:2
Jesus’ Qualifications
as High Priest
“did not exalt
himself”
-Jn 8:54; Heb 2:9
“after the order” =
of the same kind
“of Melchizedek”

as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever,
after the order of Melchizedek.” <- Ps 110:4;

(1) Priest and King
(2) Forever
(3) No lineage /
No successor

7

“days of his flesh” –
oneness with mankind
(2:9-18; 4:15)

Gen 14:17-20;
Heb 5:10; 6:20; 7

Ps 110
-The writer has already
used v. 1 in describing
the Son (1:13)

<- Lev 16:11

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was
able to save him from death, and he was heard because of
his reverence. <- Mt 26:36–40; Mk 14:32–42;
Lk 22:40–46
8

Although he was a son, he learned obedience through
what he suffered. 9And being made perfect, he became
the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him,
10
being designated by God a high priest after the order of
Melchizedek. <- Paraphrase of Ps 110:4
11

About this we have much to say, and it is hard to
explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 12For
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the basic principles of the
oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, 13for
everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, since he is a child. 14But solid food is for the
mature, for those who have their powers of discernment
trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Perfect = τελειόω
(teleioō)
-Can also mean
“Complete” or
“Succeed Fully”
–His mission was
completed by His
suffering and death.
God’s Eternal Plan
-Acts 2:22-24
-Rom 3:21-22
-Gal 3:5-9; 28-29
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Hebrews Chapter 5 - Questions for Discussion
What are the qualifications of priesthood? (vv. 1-4)
1.

4.

2.

5.

3.
In what way is Jesus qualified to be our high priest? (vv. 1-11; Ps 2:7; John 8:54)
Who was Melchizedek? What word in this statement concerning sets Jesus apart from
the priesthood of Aaron? (vv. 6, 10; ch. 7; Ps 110:4; Gen 14:18)
What event is described in verse seven? In was sense was Jesus “heard” by the one who
was able to save Him from death? (v. 7; Mark 14:36)
What did Christ learn by suffering? Does this mean that He was previously disobedient?
How do we learn obedience? (v. 8)
Christ is the “author of eternal salvation” to what group of people? (v. 9)
Why did the Hebrew writer find it hard to explain the priesthood of Christ? (v. 11)
What does the author tell these Christians they should be able to do by now? What
does he instead say they need? (v. 12)
What overall message can we take from these last three verses? (vv. 12-14)
What does constant exposure to the teachings of Jesus give us the ability to do?
(vv. 14; Rom 12:2)
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Teacher’s Notes
Qualities or Qualifications of High Priests
WORKS ON BEHALF OF MEN IN RELATION TO GOD
Exodus 29:9 (ESV)
9
and you shall gird Aaron and his sons with sashes and bind caps on them. And the
priesthood shall be theirs by a statute forever. Thus you shall ordain Aaron and his sons.
Exodus 29:44 (ESV)
44
I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar. Aaron also and his sons I will
consecrate to serve me as priests.
Leviticus 8:2 (ESV)
2
“Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments and the anointing oil and the bull
of the sin offering and the two rams and the basket of unleavened bread.
Numbers 8:6 (ESV)
6
“Take the Levites from among the people of Israel and cleanse them.
OFFER GIFTS AND SACRIFICES FOR SINS – EVEN THEIR OWN
Leviticus 4:3–12 (ESV)
3
if it is the anointed priest who sins, thus bringing guilt on the people, then he shall
offer for the sin that he has committed a bull from the herd without blemish to the LORD
for a sin offering. 4 He shall bring the bull to the entrance of the tent of meeting before
the LORD and lay his hand on the head of the bull and kill the bull before the LORD. 5 And
the anointed priest shall take some of the blood of the bull and bring it into the tent of
meeting, 6 and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle part of the blood
seven times before the LORD in front of the veil of the sanctuary. 7 And the priest shall
put some of the blood on the horns of the altar of fragrant incense before the LORD that
is in the tent of meeting, and all the rest of the blood of the bull he shall pour out at the
base of the altar of burnt offering that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8 And all
the fat of the bull of the sin offering he shall remove from it, the fat that covers the
entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 9 and the two kidneys with the fat that is on
them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys 10
(just as these are taken from the ox of the sacrifice of the peace offerings); and the
priest shall burn them on the altar of burnt offering. 11 But the skin of the bull and all its
flesh, with its head, its legs, its entrails, and its dung— 12 all the rest of the bull—he shall
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carry outside the camp to a clean place, to the ash heap, and shall burn it up on a fire of
wood. On the ash heap it shall be burned up.
Leviticus 9:7 (ESV)
7
Then Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the altar and offer your sin offering and your
burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and for the people, and bring the
offering of the people and make atonement for them, as the LORD has commanded.”
Leviticus 16 (ESV)
1
The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they drew
near before the LORD and died, 2 and the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother
not to come at any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat that is
on the ark, so that he may not die. For I will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat. 3
But in this way Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with a bull from the herd for a sin
offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 4 He shall put on the holy linen coat and shall
have the linen undergarment on his body, and he shall tie the linen sash around his
waist, and wear the linen turban; these are the holy garments. He shall bathe his body in
water and then put them on. 5 And he shall take from the congregation of the people of
Israel two male goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt offering.
6
“Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall make atonement for
himself and for his house. 7 Then he shall take the two goats and set them before the
LORD at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8 And Aaron shall cast lots over the two
goats, one lot for the LORD and the other lot for Azazel. 9 And Aaron shall present the
goat on which the lot fell for the LORD and use it as a sin offering, 10 but the goat on
which the lot fell for Azazel shall be presented alive before the LORD to make atonement
over it, that it may be sent away into the wilderness to Azazel.
11
“Aaron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall make
atonement for himself and for his house. He shall kill the bull as a sin offering for
himself. 12 And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before the LORD,
and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil 13
and put the incense on the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover
the mercy seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die. 14 And he shall take
some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the front of the mercy
seat on the east side, and in front of the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood
with his finger seven times.
15
“Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and bring its
blood inside the veil and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling
it over the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. 16 Thus he shall make atonement
for the Holy Place, because of the uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of
their transgressions, all their sins. And so he shall do for the tent of meeting, which
dwells with them in the midst of their uncleannesses. 17 No one may be in the tent of
meeting from the time he enters to make atonement in the Holy Place until he comes
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out and has made atonement for himself and for his house and for all the assembly of
Israel. 18 Then he shall go out to the altar that is before the LORD and make atonement
for it, and shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat,
and put it on the horns of the altar all around. 19 And he shall sprinkle some of the blood
on it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it and consecrate it from the
uncleannesses of the people of Israel.
20
“And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place and the tent of
meeting and the altar, he shall present the live goat. 21 And Aaron shall lay both his
hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the people of
Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them on the head of
the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness.
22
The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote area, and he shall let the
goat go free in the wilderness.
23
“Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting and shall take off the linen
garments that he put on when he went into the Holy Place and shall leave them there. 24
And he shall bathe his body in water in a holy place and put on his garments and come
out and offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people and make
atonement for himself and for the people. 25 And the fat of the sin offering he shall burn
on the altar. 26 And he who lets the goat go to Azazel shall wash his clothes and bathe
his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp. 27 And the bull for the sin
offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make
atonement in the Holy Place, shall be carried outside the camp. Their skin and their flesh
and their dung shall be burned up with fire. 28 And he who burns them shall wash his
clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp.
29
“And it shall be a statute to you forever that in the seventh month, on the tenth
day of the month, you shall afflict yourselves and shall do no work, either the native or
the stranger who sojourns among you. 30 For on this day shall atonement be made for
you to cleanse you. You shall be clean before the LORD from all your sins. 31 It is a
Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and you shall afflict yourselves; it is a statute forever. 32
And the priest who is anointed and consecrated as priest in his father’s place shall make
atonement, wearing the holy linen garments. 33 He shall make atonement for the holy
sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for the tent of meeting and for the altar, and
he shall make atonement for the priests and for all the people of the assembly. 34 And
this shall be a statute forever for you, that atonement may be made for the people of
Israel once in the year because of all their sins.” And Aaron did as the LORD commanded
Moses.
Ezekiel 45:15–17 (ESV)
15
And one sheep from every flock of two hundred, from the watering places of Israel for
grain offering, burnt offering, and peace offerings, to make atonement for them,
declares the Lord GOD. 16 All the people of the land shall be obliged to give this offering
to the prince in Israel. 17 It shall be the prince’s duty to furnish the burnt offerings, grain
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offerings, and drink offerings, at the feasts, the new moons, and the Sabbaths, all the
appointed feasts of the house of Israel: he shall provide the sin offerings, grain offerings,
burnt offerings, and peace offerings, to make atonement on behalf of the house of
Israel.
Mishnah Yoma 4:2
He bound a thread of crimson wool on the head of the goat which was to be sent away,
and he placed it at the gate where it was to be sent away, and for the goat that was to
be slaughtered [he placed a thread of crimson wool on its neck] at the place of the
slaughtering. He came to his bull a second time, laid his two hands upon it and made
confession. And thus he would say: “Please, ‘Hashem’! I have done wrong, I have
transgressed, I have sinned before You, I and my house and the sons of Aaron, Your holy
people. Please, ‘Hashem’! Forgive the wrongdoings, the transgressions, the sins which I
have committed and transgressed and sinned before You, I and my house and the sons
of Aaron, Your holy people, as it is written in the Torah of Moses Your servant: “For on
this day shall atonement be made for you," etc. [to cleanse you of all your sins; you shall
be clean before the Lord”] (Leviticus 16:30). And they answered after him: “Blessed be
the name of His glorious kingdom for ever and ever!”
CALLED BY GOD
Exodus 28:1–3 (ESV)
1
“Then bring near to you Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the
people of Israel, to serve me as priests—Aaron and Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu,
Eleazar and Ithamar. 2 And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for
glory and for beauty. 3 You shall speak to all the skillful, whom I have filled with a spirit
of skill, that they make Aaron’s garments to consecrate him for my priesthood.

Disasters befell those who tried to assume high priestly duties
KORAH
Numbers 16 (ESV)
1
Now Korah the son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram the
sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men. 2 And they rose up
before Moses, with a number of the people of Israel, 250 chiefs of the congregation,
chosen from the assembly, well-known men. 3 They assembled themselves together
against Moses and against Aaron and said to them, “You have gone too far! For all in the
congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them. Why then do
you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?” 4 When Moses heard it, he fell on
his face, 5 and he said to Korah and all his company, “In the morning the LORD will show
who is his, and who is holy, and will bring him near to him. The one whom he chooses
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he will bring near to him. 6 Do this: take censers, Korah and all his company; 7 put fire in
them and put incense on them before the LORD tomorrow, and the man whom the LORD
chooses shall be the holy one. You have gone too far, sons of Levi!” 8 And Moses said to
Korah, “Hear now, you sons of Levi: 9 is it too small a thing for you that the God of Israel
has separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to himself, to do
service in the tabernacle of the LORD and to stand before the congregation to minister to
them, 10 and that he has brought you near him, and all your brothers the sons of Levi
with you? And would you seek the priesthood also? 11 Therefore it is against the LORD
that you and all your company have gathered together. What is Aaron that you grumble
against him?”
12
And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and they said, “We will
not come up. 13 Is it a small thing that you have brought us up out of a land flowing with
milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, that you must also make yourself a prince
over us? 14 Moreover, you have not brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey,
nor given us inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you put out the eyes of these men?
We will not come up.” 15 And Moses was very angry and said to the LORD, “Do not
respect their offering. I have not taken one donkey from them, and I have not harmed
one of them.”
16
And Moses said to Korah, “Be present, you and all your company, before the LORD,
you and they, and Aaron, tomorrow. 17 And let every one of you take his censer and put
incense on it, and every one of you bring before the LORD his censer, 250 censers; you
also, and Aaron, each his censer.” 18 So every man took his censer and put fire in them
and laid incense on them and stood at the entrance of the tent of meeting with Moses
and Aaron. 19 Then Korah assembled all the congregation against them at the entrance
of the tent of meeting. And the glory of the LORD appeared to all the congregation.
20
And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 21 “Separate yourselves from
among this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.” 22 And they fell on
their faces and said, “O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and will
you be angry with all the congregation?” 23 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Say
to the congregation, Get away from the dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.”
25
Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel followed
him. 26 And he spoke to the congregation, saying, “Depart, please, from the tents of
these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest you be swept away with all their
sins.” 27 So they got away from the dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. And Dathan
and Abiram came out and stood at the door of their tents, together with their wives,
their sons, and their little ones. 28 And Moses said, “Hereby you shall know that the LORD
has sent me to do all these works, and that it has not been of my own accord. 29 If these
men die as all men die, or if they are visited by the fate of all mankind, then the LORD has
not sent me. 30 But if the LORD creates something new, and the ground opens its mouth
and swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they go down alive into Sheol,
then you shall know that these men have despised the LORD.”
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And as soon as he had finished speaking all these words, the ground under them
split apart. 32 And the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their
households and all the people who belonged to Korah and all their goods. 33 So they and
all that belonged to them went down alive into Sheol, and the earth closed over them,
and they perished from the midst of the assembly. 34 And all Israel who were around
them fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the earth swallow us up!” 35 And fire came out
from the LORD and consumed the 250 men offering the incense.
36
Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 37 “Tell Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest to
take up the censers out of the blaze. Then scatter the fire far and wide, for they have
become holy. 38 As for the censers of these men who have sinned at the cost of their
lives, let them be made into hammered plates as a covering for the altar, for they
offered them before the LORD, and they became holy. Thus they shall be a sign to the
people of Israel.” 39 So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers, which those who
were burned had offered, and they were hammered out as a covering for the altar, 40 to
be a reminder to the people of Israel, so that no outsider, who is not of the descendants
of Aaron, should draw near to burn incense before the LORD, lest he become like Korah
and his company—as the LORD said to him through Moses.
41
But on the next day all the congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against
Moses and against Aaron, saying, “You have killed the people of the LORD.” 42 And when
the congregation had assembled against Moses and against Aaron, they turned toward
the tent of meeting. And behold, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD
appeared. 43 And Moses and Aaron came to the front of the tent of meeting, 44 and the
LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 45 “Get away from the midst of this congregation, that I
may consume them in a moment.” And they fell on their faces. 46 And Moses said to
Aaron, “Take your censer, and put fire on it from off the altar and lay incense on it and
carry it quickly to the congregation and make atonement for them, for wrath has gone
out from the LORD; the plague has begun.” 47 So Aaron took it as Moses said and ran into
the midst of the assembly. And behold, the plague had already begun among the
people. And he put on the incense and made atonement for the people. 48 And he stood
between the dead and the living, and the plague was stopped. 49 Now those who died in
the plague were 14,700, besides those who died in the affair of Korah. 50 And Aaron
returned to Moses at the entrance of the tent of meeting, when the plague was
stopped.
SAUL
1 Samuel 13:8ff (ESV)
8
He waited seven days, the time appointed by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to
Gilgal, and the people were scattering from him. 9 So Saul said, “Bring the burnt offering
here to me, and the peace offerings.” And he offered the burnt offering. 10 As soon as he
had finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came. And Saul went out to
meet him and greet him. 11 Samuel said, “What have you done?” And Saul said, “When I
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saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you did not come within the
days appointed, and that the Philistines had mustered at Michmash, 12 I said, ‘Now the
Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the favor of the
LORD.’ So I forced myself, and offered the burnt offering.” 13 And Samuel said to Saul,
“You have done foolishly. You have not kept the command of the LORD your God, with
which he commanded you. For then the LORD would have established your kingdom over
Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought out a
man after his own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be prince over his people,
because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.” 15 And Samuel arose and
went up from Gilgal. The rest of the people went up after Saul to meet the army; they
went up from Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin.
And Saul numbered the people who were present with him, about six hundred men.
16
And Saul and Jonathan his son and the people who were present with them stayed in
Geba of Benjamin, but the Philistines encamped in Michmash. 17 And raiders came out
of the camp of the Philistines in three companies. One company turned toward Ophrah,
to the land of Shual; 18 another company turned toward Beth-horon; and another
company turned toward the border that looks down on the Valley of Zeboim toward the
wilderness.
19
Now there was no blacksmith to be found throughout all the land of Israel, for the
Philistines said, “Lest the Hebrews make themselves swords or spears.” 20 But every one
of the Israelites went down to the Philistines to sharpen his plowshare, his mattock, his
axe, or his sickle, 21 and the charge was two-thirds of a shekel for the plowshares and for
the mattocks, and a third of a shekel for sharpening the axes and for setting the goads.
22
So on the day of the battle there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of
any of the people with Saul and Jonathan, but Saul and Jonathan his son had them. 23
And the garrison of the Philistines went out to the pass of Michmash.
UZZIAH
2 Chronicles 26:16ff (ESV)
16
But when he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruction. For he was unfaithful to
the LORD his God and entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of
incense. 17 But Azariah the priest went in after him, with eighty priests of the LORD who
were men of valor, 18 and they withstood King Uzziah and said to him, “It is not for you,
Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but for the priests, the sons of Aaron, who are
consecrated to burn incense. Go out of the sanctuary, for you have done wrong, and it
will bring you no honor from the LORD God.” 19 Then Uzziah was angry. Now he had a
censer in his hand to burn incense, and when he became angry with the priests, leprosy
broke out on his forehead in the presence of the priests in the house of the LORD, by the
altar of incense. 20 And Azariah the chief priest and all the priests looked at him, and
behold, he was leprous in his forehead! And they rushed him out quickly, and he himself
hurried to go out, because the LORD had struck him. 21 And King Uzziah was a leper to
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the day of his death, and being a leper lived in a separate house, for he was excluded
from the house of the LORD. And Jotham his son was over the king’s household,
governing the people of the land.
22
Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, from first to last, Isaiah the prophet the son of
Amoz wrote. 23 And Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers in
the burial field that belonged to the kings, for they said, “He is a leper.” And Jotham his
son reigned in his place.

Jesus’ Qualifications as High Priest
“DID NOT EXALT HIMSELF”
John 8:54 (ESV)
54
Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies
me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’
Hebrews 2:9 (ESV)
9
But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus,
crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of
God he might taste death for everyone.
“DAYS OF HIS FLESH” – ONENESS WITH MANKIND
Hebrews 2:9–18 (ESV)
9
But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus,
crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of
God he might taste death for everyone.
10
For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many
sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11
For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is
not ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying,
“I will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”
13

And again,

“I will put my trust in him.”
And again,
“Behold, I and the children God has given me.”
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Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook
of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject
to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring
of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that
he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make
propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
Hebrews 4:15 (ESV)
15
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.

Melchizedek
Psalm 110 (ESV)
A PSALM OF DAVID.
1

The LORD says to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies your footstool.”
2

The LORD sends forth from Zion
your mighty scepter.
Rule in the midst of your enemies!
3
Your people will offer themselves freely
on the day of your power,
in holy garments;
from the womb of the morning,
the dew of your youth will be yours.
4
The LORD has sworn
and will not change his mind,
“You are a priest forever
after the order of Melchizedek.”
5

The Lord is at your right hand;
he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath.
6
He will execute judgment among the nations,
filling them with corpses;
he will shatter chiefs
over the wide earth.
7
He will drink from the brook by the way;
therefore he will lift up his head.
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Genesis 14:17–20 (ESV)
17
After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him,
the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s
Valley). 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of
God Most High.) 19 And he blessed him and said,
“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
Possessor of heaven and earth;
20
and blessed be God Most High,
who has delivered your enemies into your hand!”
And Abram gave him a tenth of everything.
Hebrews 6:20 (ESV)
20
where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest
forever after the order of Melchizedek.
Hebrews 7 (ESV)
1
For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham
returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 and to him Abraham
apportioned a tenth part of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of
righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace. 3 He is without
father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but
resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever.
4
See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the
spoils! 5 And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a
commandment in the law to take tithes from the people, that is, from their brothers,
though these also are descended from Abraham. 6 But this man who does not have his
descent from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the
promises. 7 It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior. 8 In the one
case tithes are received by mortal men, but in the other case, by one of whom it is
testified that he lives. 9 One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid
tithes through Abraham, 10 for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek
met him.
11
Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it
the people received the law), what further need would there have been for another
priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of
Aaron? 12 For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in
the law as well. 13 For the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another
tribe, from which no one has ever served at the altar. 14 For it is evident that our Lord
was descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about
priests.
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This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of
Melchizedek, 16 who has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement
concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life. 17 For it is
witnessed of him,
“You are a priest forever,
after the order of Melchizedek.”
18

For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness
and uselessness 19 (for the law made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better
hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God.
20
And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became priests were made
such without an oath, 21 but this one was made a priest with an oath by the one who
said to him:
“The Lord has sworn
and will not change his mind,
‘You are a priest forever.’ ”
22

This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.
23
The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death
from continuing in office, 24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he
continues forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw
near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.
26
For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent,
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 He has no need,
like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of
the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 28 For the law
appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.
PS 110
Psalm 110:1 (ESV)
1

The LORD says to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies your footstool.”
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Hebrews 1:13 (ESV)
13

And to which of the angels has he ever said,

“Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”?
Matthew 22:43–46 (ESV)
43
He said to them, “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying,
44

“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet” ’?
45

If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” 46 And no one was able to answer him
a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.
Mark 12:35–37 (ESV)
35
And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the Christ
is the son of David? 36 David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared,
“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet.” ’
37

David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?” And the great throng heard him
gladly.
1 Corinthians 15:25 (ESV)
25
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.

Prayers in Gethsemane
Matthew 26:36–40 (ESV)
36
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his
disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and the
two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them,
“My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39 And
going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible,
let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 And he came to
the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch
with me one hour?
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Mark 14:32–42 (ESV)
32
And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here
while I pray.” 33 And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be
greatly distressed and troubled. 34 And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even
to death. Remain here and watch.” 35 And going a little farther, he fell on the ground
and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 And he said,
“Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I
will, but what you will.” 37 And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter,
“Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour? 38 Watch and pray that you may
not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 39 And
again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. 40 And again he came and
found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to
answer him. 41 And he came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and
taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the
hands of sinners. 42 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”
Luke 22:40–46 (ESV)
40
And when he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into
temptation.” 41 And he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and knelt down and
prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not
my will, but yours, be done.” 43 And there appeared to him an angel from heaven,
strengthening him. 44 And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat
became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 45 And when he rose from
prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping for sorrow, 46 and he said to
them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not enter into temptation.”

Perfect
5457 τελειόω (teleioō): vb.; ≡ Str 5048; TDNT 8.79—1. LN 88.38 make perfect (Heb 10:1;
1Jn 2:5), for another interp, see next; 2. LN 73.7 make genuine (1Jn 2:5), for another
interp, see prior; 3. LN 68.22 complete, finish, end, accomplish (Ac 20:24); 4. LN 68.31
succeed fully (Php 3:12), for another interp, see next; 5. LN 53.50 initiate, into the
Christian faith (Php 3:12), for another interp, see prior; 6. LN 13.126 make happen,
bring to fruition (Jn 19:28); 7. LN 13.18 attain a state as a goal (Jn 17:23)1

1

Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament)
(electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
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God’s Eternal Plan
Acts 2:22–24 (ESV)
22
“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God
with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as
you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God
raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held
by it.
Romans 3:21–22 (ESV)
21
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:
Galatians 3:5–9 (ESV)
5
Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works
of the law, or by hearing with faith— 6 just as Abraham “believed God, and it was
counted to him as righteousness”?
7
Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand
to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 9 So then, those who are of
faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.
Galatians 3:28–29 (ESV)
28
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.

Milk / Solid Food
1 Corinthians 3:1–4 (ESV)
1
But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as
infants in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And
even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy
and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4 For
when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely
human?
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