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III. The Conversions at
Philippi (cont.)
(11-34)
25

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and

Paul and Silas had
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to
endured:
them, Why? – This was an unusual event!
*Injustice
26
and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the
*Being beaten with rods
*Being put in the dungeon foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all
*Being placed in stocks
the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were
*Lack of sleep, hunger
-Phil 4:10-13
unfastened. Acts 4:31
27

It was customary to
subject the jailer to
the punishment due
the prisoner, if he
let them escape
-Acts 12:19
What was he asking?
*Saved from sins?
*Saved from punishment?

Is baptism included
in believing?
-Mark 16:16
-Acts 2:37,38
-Acts 8:35,36
-Acts 9:1-17; 22:1-16

He charges the
authorities with:
(1) Beating publicly
(2) Beating
uncondemned men
(3) Beating Roman
citizens
–Acts 22:22-29
(4) Cast into prison

Why did they not just
leave quietly – Matt 5:13

When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself,
supposing that the prisoners had escaped.
28
But Paul cried with a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself,
for we are all here." Why did no one leave?
29
And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and
trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas.
30
Then he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do
to be saved?"
31
And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will
be saved, you and your household."
32
And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all
who were in his house.
33
And he took them the same hour of the night and washed
their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his
family.
34
Then he brought them up into his house and set food
before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire
household that he had believed in God.
35
But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police,
saying, "Let those men go."
36
And the jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, "The
magistrates have sent to let you go. Therefore come out
now and go in peace."
37
But Paul said to them, "They have beaten us publicly,
uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, and have
thrown us into prison; and do they now throw us out
secretly? No! Let them come themselves and take us out."
38
The police reported these words to the magistrates, and
they were afraid when they heard that they were Roman
citizens.
39
So they came and apologized to them. And they took
them out and asked them to leave the city.
40
So they went out of the prison and visited Lydia. And
when they had seen the brothers, they encouraged them and
departed.

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

How is this type of
reaction possible?
*Sovereign Ruler
-Ecc 9:1; Rom 8:28;
-Phil 4:6-7
*Sure Retribution
-Matt 25:31-46;
-Rom 12:14-21
*Servant’s Release
-Ecc 2:24-26; 3:12-13;
-5:18-20; Matt 6:19-21
-Phil 4:10-13
*Saint’s Reward
-James 1:12;
-Rom 8:16-25
It was common, among the
Greeks and Romans, for a
man to commit suicide
when he was encompassed
with dangers from which
he could not escape
-e.g. Brutus and Cassius

What does it mean
to “Believe?”
-Matt 22:34-40
-John 3:16
-Acts 4:12
-Acts 13:38-39
-Rom 13:8-10
-James 2:14-26

No reason is given for
their change of heart

-The Valerian law
forbade any Roman
citizen to be bound.
-The Porcian law
forbade any to be
beaten with rods

Acts 16:14,15

This Study Guide can be downloaded in PDF
format from: (teamagee.com/class)
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Paul and Silas’ Response
Philippians 4:10-13 (ESV)
10
I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me.
You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am
speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12I
know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and
need. 13I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
II Corinthians 11:24-25 (ESV)
24
Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25Three times I
was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a
day I was adrift at sea
I. The Sovereign Ruler
I am ready for the unexpected and unfair if I believe in my heart that God is in control
of my life.
Ecclesiastes 9:1 (ESV)
1
But all this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the righteous and the wise and their
deeds are in the hand of God. Whether it is love or hate, man does not know; both are
before him.
Philippians 4:6-7 (ESV)
6
do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Romans 8:28 (ESV)
28
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those
who are called according to his purpose.
II. The Sure Retribution
I am ready for the unexpected and unfair if I believe that eternity will correct the
injustices of this life.
Matthew 25:31-46 (ESV)
31
"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit
on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33
And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will
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say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me
food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I
was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you
came to me.' 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a
stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or
in prison and visit you?' 40 And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did
it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.' 41 "Then he will say to those
on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me
no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe
me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' 44 Then they also will answer, saying,
'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison,
and did not minister to you?' 45 Then he will answer them, saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as
you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' 46 And these will
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."
Romans 12:14-21 (ESV)
14
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be
haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. 17 Repay no one evil for evil,
but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave
it to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord."
20
To the contrary, "if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something
to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head." 21 Do not be overcome
by evil, but overcome evil with good.
III. The Servant’s Release
I am ready for the unexpected and unfair if I understand that my happiness /
contentment is not dependent on the events of this life.
Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 (ESV)
24
There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find
enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 25 for apart from him
who can eat or who can have enjoyment? 26 For to the one who pleases him God has
given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of
gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a
striving after wind.
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Ecclesiastes 3:12-13 (ESV)
12
I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as
long as they live; 13 also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his
toil—this is God's gift to man.
Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 (ESV)
18
Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment
in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has
given him, for this is his lot. 19 Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and
possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is
the gift of God. 20 For he will not much remember the days of his life because God keeps
him occupied with joy in his heart.
Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV)
19
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Philippians 4:10-13 (ESV)
10
I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me.
You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am
speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12I
know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and
need. 13I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
IV. The Saint’s Reward
I am ready for the unexpected and unfair when I know in my heart that there is
nothing wrong with God’s memory.
James 1:12 (ESV)
12
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test
he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.
Illustration: Gymnast With a Broken Knee
In the 1976 Olympics in Montreal, a Japanese gymnast, Shun Fujimoto, was competing
in the team competition. Somehow, during the floor exercises, he broke his right knee.
It was obvious to all reasonable observers that he would be forced to withdraw. But
they reckoned without the determination of a true competitor. On the following day,
Fujimoto competed in his strongest event, the rings. His routine was excellent, but the
critical point lay ahead—the dismount. Without hesitation, Fujimoto ended with a
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twisting, triple somersault. There was a moment of intense quiet as he landed with
tremendous impact on his wounded knee. Then came thundering applause as he stood
his ground. Later, reporters asked about that moment and he replied, “The pain shot
through me like a knife. It brought tears to my eyes. But now I have a gold medal and
the pain in gone.”1
Romans 8:16-25 (ESV)
16
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with
him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 18 For I consider that the sufferings
of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to
us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20
For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay
and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the
whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in
this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what
he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Response to Prayer
Acts 4:31 (ESV)
31
And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of
God with boldness.
Executing the Jailer
Acts 12:18-19 (ESV)
18
Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what
had become of Peter. 19 And after Herod searched for him and did not find him, he
examined the sentries and ordered that they should be put to death. Then he went
down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there.

1

Gary Inrig, A Call to Excellence, (Victor Books, a division of SP Publ., Wheaton, Ill, 1985), p. 152
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Believe in Jesus
Matthew 22:34-40 (ESV)
34
But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together. 35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 "Teacher,
which is the great commandment in the Law?" 37 And he said to him, "You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is
the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor
as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets."
John 3:16 (ESV)
16
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.
Acts 4:11-12 (ESV)
11
This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the
cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved."
Acts 13:38-39 (ESV)
38
Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is
proclaimed to you, and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything 39 from
which you could not be freed by the law of Moses.
Romans 13:8-10 (ESV)
8
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery, You shall not
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet," and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 10 Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
James 2:14-26 (ESV)
14
What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works?
Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily
food, 16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without
giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself,
if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, "You have faith and I have
works." Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my
works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and
shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is
useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son
Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was
completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed
God, and it was counted to him as righteousness"— and he was called a friend of God. 24
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You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the same way
was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers
and sent them out by another way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so
also faith apart from works is dead.
Baptism’s Role in Belief
Mark 16:16 (ESV)
16
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned.
Acts 2:37-38 (ESV)
37
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest
of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 38 And Peter said to them, "Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins,
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 8:35-37 (ESV)
35
Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good
news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water,
and the eunuch said, "See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?" 37
Acts 9:1-19 (ESV)
1
But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to
the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he
found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light
from heaven flashed around him. 4 And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to
him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?" 5 And he said, "Who are you, Lord?" And
he said, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you
will be told what you are to do." 7 The men who were traveling with him stood
speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and
although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate
nor drank. 10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him
in a vision, "Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord." 11 And the Lord said to him, "Rise
and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus
named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight." 13 But
Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has
done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to
bind all who call on your name." 15 But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of
Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name." 17 So
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Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, "Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18 And immediately
something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was
baptized; 19 and taking food, he was strengthened. For some days he was with the
disciples at Damascus.
Acts 22:1-16 (ESV)
1
"Brothers and fathers, hear the defense that I now make before you." 2 And when they
heard that he was addressing them in the Hebrew language, they became even more
quiet. And he said: 3 "I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city,
educated at the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the law of our
fathers, being zealous for God as all of you are this day. 4 I persecuted this Way to the
death, binding and delivering to prison both men and women, 5 as the high priest and
the whole council of elders can bear me witness. From them I received letters to the
brothers, and I journeyed toward Damascus to take those also who were there and
bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be punished. 6 "As I was on my way and drew near
to Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven suddenly shone around me. 7 And I
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
me?' 8 And I answered, 'Who are you, Lord?' And he said to me, 'I am Jesus of Nazareth,
whom you are persecuting.' 9 Now those who were with me saw the light but did not
understand the voice of the one who was speaking to me. 10 And I said, 'What shall I do,
Lord?' And the Lord said to me, 'Rise, and go into Damascus, and there you will be told
all that is appointed for you to do.' 11 And since I could not see because of the brightness
of that light, I was led by the hand by those who were with me, and came into
Damascus. 12 "And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, well spoken of by all
the Jews who lived there, 13 came to me, and standing by me said to me, 'Brother Saul,
receive your sight.' And at that very hour I received my sight and saw him. 14 And he
said, 'The God of our fathers appointed you to know his will, to see the Righteous One
and to hear a voice from his mouth; 15 for you will be a witness for him to everyone of
what you have seen and heard. 16 And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and
wash away your sins, calling on his name.'
Beating Roman Citizens
Acts 22:22-29 (ESV)
22
Up to this word they listened to him. Then they raised their voices and said, "Away
with such a fellow from the earth! For he should not be allowed to live." 23 And as they
were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and flinging dust into the air, 24 the tri-bune
ordered him to be brought into the barracks, saying that he should be examined by
flogging, to find out why they were shouting against him like this. 25 But when they had
stretched him out for the whips, Paul said to the centurion who was standing by, "Is it
lawful for you to flog a man who is a Roman citizen and uncondemned?" 26 When the
centurion heard this, he went to the tribune and said to him, "What are you about to
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do? For this man is a Roman citizen." 27 So the tribune came and said to him, "Tell me,
are you a Roman citizen?" And he said, "Yes." 28 The tribune answered, "I bought this
citizenship for a large sum." Paul said, "But I am a citizen by birth." 29 So those who were
about to examine him withdrew from him immediately, and the tribune also was afraid,
for he realized that Paul was a Roman citizen and that he had bound him.
Lydia
Acts 16:14-15 (ESV)
14
One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of
purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention
to what was said by Paul. 15 And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she
urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house
and stay." And she prevailed upon us.
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