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I. The Sufficiency
of Faith (1-14)
Acts 15:1-35
Gal 1:6-10

1

O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before
your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified.

Acts 13:23; 14:1-10
I Cor 2:2
Heb 2:3-4

2

Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of
the law or by hearing with faith?
3

A series of
rhetorical
questions
(Phil 2:1)

Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now
being perfected by the flesh?
4

Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain?

5

Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles
among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith—
Abraham was found
to be righteous:
•
Before the Law
•
Before he was
circumcised
•
Rom 4

6

just as Abraham "believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness"? Gen 15:1-6 - Why is this significant?
7

Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham.

8

And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham,
saying, "In you shall all the nations be blessed." Gen 12:1-3
This promise was
fulfilled in Jesus
Christ - Abraham’s
descendant
Gen 22:17,18

9

So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham,
the man of faith.

The Law is utterly
insufficient in
its ability to
bring men to
salvation. This
limitation is not
with the Law, but
with man's
inability to keep
the law perfectly.

10

For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is
written, "Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things
written in the Book of the Law, and do them."
11

Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law,
for "The righteous shall live by faith." Habakkuk 2:4

Deut 27:26
Rom 3:23
James 2:8-13

12

But the law is not of faith, rather "The one who does them shall
live by them." Lev 18:5
13

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a
curse for us—for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who is hanged
on a tree"—

Deut 21:23
Matt 20:28
I Tim 2:6
I Cor 6:20; 7:23
Titus 2:14

14

so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to
the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through
faith.
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Pressure from Judaizers
Acts 15:1-35 (ESV)
1
But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, "Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." 2 And after Paul and
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question.
3
So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria,
describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers. 4
When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the
elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. 5 But some believers who belonged
to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, "It is necessary to circumcise them and to order
them to keep the law of Moses." 6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to
consider this matter. 7 And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them,
"Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the
Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore
witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no distinction
between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 Now, therefore, why are you
putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor
we have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord
Jesus, just as they will." 12 And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul
as they related what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 13
After they finished speaking, James replied, "Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon has related how
God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. 15 And with this the
words of the prophets agree, just as it is written, 16 " 'After this I will return, and I will rebuild the
tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, 17 that the remnant of
mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, who
makes these things 18 known from of old.' 19 Therefore my judgment is that we should not
trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God, 20 but should write to them to abstain from the
things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has been strangled, and
from blood. 21 For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim
him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues." 22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and
the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them and send them to Antioch
with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the
brothers, 23 with the following letter: "The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the
brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. 24 Since we have
heard that some persons have gone out from us and troubled you with words, unsettling your
minds, although we gave them no instructions, 25 it has seemed good to us, having come to one
accord, to choose men and send them to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who
have risked their lives for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We have therefore sent Judas and
Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by word of mouth. 28 For it has seemed good
to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these requirements: 29 that you
abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been
strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well.
Farewell." 30 So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and having gathered the
congregation together, they delivered the letter. 31 And when they had read it, they rejoiced
because of its encouragement. 32 And Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets,
encouraged and strengthened the brothers with many words. 33 And after they had spent some
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time, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them. 34 35 But Paul and
Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others
also.
Galatians 1:6-10 (ESV)
6
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and
are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another one, but there are some who
trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven
should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As
we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the
one you received, let him be accursed. 10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God?
Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of
Christ.
Jesus Publicly Portrayed by Paul
Acts 13:13-25 (ESV)
13
Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John
left them and returned to Jerusalem, 14 but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in
Pisidia. And on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading
from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a message to them, saying,
"Brothers, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say it." 16 So Paul stood up, and
motioning with his hand said: "Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. 17 The God of this
people Israel chose our fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt,
and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. 18 And for about forty years he put up with them in
the wilderness. 19 And after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their
land as an inheritance. 20 All this took about 450 years. And after that he gave them judges until
Samuel the prophet. 21 Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a
man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And when he had removed him, he raised up
David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, 'I have found in David the son of Jesse a
man after my heart, who will do all my will.' 23 Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a
Savior, Jesus, as he promised. 24 Before his coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of
repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 And as John was finishing his course, he said, 'What do
you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of
whose feet I am not worthy to untie.'
Acts 14:1-10 (ESV)
1
Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that
a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the
Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. 3 So they remained for a long time,
speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness to the word of his grace, granting signs and
wonders to be done by their hands. 4 But the people of the city were divided; some sided with
the Jews and some with the apostles. 5 When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews,
with their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone them, 6 they learned of it and fled to Lystra and
Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country, 7 and there they continued to preach
the gospel. 8 Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He was crippled
from birth and had never walked. 9 He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at
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him and seeing that he had faith to be made well, 10 said in a loud voice, "Stand upright on your
feet." And he sprang up and began walking.
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 (ESV)
1
And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God
with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and
him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech
and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and
of power, 5 that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
Hebrews 2:1-4 (ESV)
1
Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from
it. 2 For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable and every transgression or
disobedience received a just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great
salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, 4
while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy
Spirit distributed according to his will.
Abraham as an Example of Justification by Faith
Genesis 12:1-3 (ESV)
1
Now the Lord said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house
to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him
who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."
Genesis 15:1-6 (ESV)
1
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: "Fear not, Abram, I am your
shield; your reward shall be very great." 2 But Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will you give me,
for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said,
"Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir." 4 And
behold, the word of the Lord came to him: "This man shall not be your heir; your very own son
shall be your heir." 5 And he brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven, and number
the stars, if you are able to number them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 6
And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.
Genesis 22:15-19 (ESV)
15
And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, "By myself
I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son,
your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his
enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have
obeyed my voice." 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together
to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba.
Romans 4:1-25 (ESV)
1
What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2 For if
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For
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what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness." 4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5
And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted
as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts
righteousness apart from works: 7 "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and
whose sins are covered; 8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin." 9 Is
this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We say that faith was
counted to Abraham as righteousness. 10 How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after
he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. 11 He received the
sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still
uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being
circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well, 12 and to make him the
father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of
the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 13 For the promise to Abraham
and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through
the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is
null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no
transgression. 16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and
be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who
shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, "I have made you the
father of many nations"—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18 In hope he believed against hope,
that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, "So shall your offspring
be." 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead
(since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's
womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his
faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
22
That is why his faith was "counted to him as righteousness." 23 But the words "it was counted
to him" were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who
believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our
trespasses and raised for our justification.
The Insufficiency of the Law
Deuteronomy 27:26 (ESV)
26
" 'Cursed be anyone who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.' And all the
people shall say, 'Amen.'
Romans 3:21-26 (ESV)
21
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law
and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ
for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was
to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the
one who has faith in Jesus.
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James 2:8-13 (ESV)
8
If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as
yourself," you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are
convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point
has become accountable for all of it. 11 For he who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do
not murder." If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of
the law. 12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13 For
judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
Habakkuk 2:4 (ESV)
4
"Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his
faith.
Leviticus 18:1-5 (ESV)
1
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, I am the
Lord your God. 3 You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you shall
not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You shall not walk in their
statutes. 4 You shall follow my rules and keep my statutes and walk in them. I am the Lord your
God. 5 You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if a person does them, he shall live by
them: I am the Lord.
Christ our Redeemer
Deuteronomy 21:22-23 (ESV)
22
"And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you
hang him on a tree, 23 his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the
same day, for a hanged man is cursed by God. You shall not defile your land that the Lord your
God is giving you for an inheritance.
Matthew 20:20-28 (ESV)
20
Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and kneeling before
him she asked him for something. 21 And he said to her, "What do you want?" She said to him,
"Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your
kingdom." 22 Jesus answered, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the
cup that I am to drink?" They said to him, "We are able." 23 He said to them, "You will drink my
cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it
has been prepared by my Father." 24 And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two
brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord
it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you.
But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first
among you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many."
1 Timothy 2:5-7 (ESV)
5
For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6
who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 7 For this I
was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the
Gentiles in faith and truth.
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1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (ESV)
19
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have
from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your
body.
1 Corinthians 7:17-24 (ESV)
17
Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has
called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 18 Was anyone at the time of his call already
circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of
his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. 19 For neither circumcision counts for
anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God. 20 Each one should remain
in the condition in which he was called. 21 Were you a slave when called? Do not be concerned
about it. But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity. 22 For he who was
called in the Lord as a slave is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a
slave of Christ. 23 You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 So, brothers, in
whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God.
Titus 2:11-14 (ESV)
11
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the
present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.
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